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American Civil War Artillery (Cannon) 

 

 
Civil War Artilleryman, encampment at PMM. 

(Pennsylvania Military Museum, T. Gum, Site Admin.) 

No other implement on the battlefield has for so long commanded respect than that of artillery – 

the king of battle. Regardless of how artillery is utilized, be it on land or sea, or even now 

mounted inside of an Air Force gunship, it has a devastating effect on manpower and morale. 

During the American Civil War both armies utilized artillery in countless battles to varying 

degrees of success.  By the time period of 1860-1865 the canon had been developed to a point 

that it would not see further enhancement until years later.  Breach-loading, varying sizes of 

payload and amazing accuracy had already been accomplished – but it still needed individuals to 

site the gun in and run some quick mathematics, to pull the lanyard, and horses to drag it into 

place. 

Examples of the munitions used by ordinance crews during the American Civil War are listed 

below and illustrated at right; 



 
 

 

 

Examples of shot, and case, canister, and grape. 

 
Examples of shot, shell, case. 

• Solid Shot  

• Shell  

• Case Shot  

• Canister  

• Grape Shot 

The Pennsylvania Military Museum has an excellent display of artillery through the ages, 

including American Civil War era, on exhibit in the gallery; they include Napoleon and a 

Tredegar.  While these images allow one to gain a better understanding of their design, 

experiencing them in person conveys the weight and magnitude far better. 
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